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Stillbirth is a devastating pregnancy outcome that occurs
once in every 160 pregnancies in the United States, [1]
with similar rates in other developed nations around the
world. Despite advances in medical knowledge and tech-
nology, there have been slow trends in stillbirth reduc-
tion in most high income countries over the past two
decades relative to other declines in infant mortality [2].
Contributing to this lack of progress is the minimal
amount of research activities dedicated to stillbirth etiol-
ogies and prevention methods.

As a follow-up to Stillbirth Summit 2011, Star Legacy
Foundation hosted Stillbirth Summit 2014 in Minneapo-
lis, MN (USA) June 19-21, 2014. The goals of the sum-
mit were to support current and emerging stillbirth
research, promote collaboration among interested par-
ties, and to encourage dialogue regarding the complex
factors affecting stillbirth incidence and care. In atten-
dance were researchers, health care professionals, still-
birth advocates, and bereaved families. The following
oral papers offer an overview of the research presented
and discussed at this event.
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