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In the economic evaluation section of the protocol [1], we
stated that secondary care contacts would be coded
according to Healthcare Resource Group (HRG). This has
not been possible as HRGs are not routinely recorded in
all of the recruiting hospitals, and have proved unreliable
among the hospitals that do. Deliveries will instead be
coded as 'normal', 'assisted', 'elective caesarean section', or
'emergency caesarean section' according to each patient's
hospital record.

A further issue is that the Office of Scottish Health Statis-
tics does not provide cost estimates for different types of
delivery. Although costs in Scotland have been estimated
using data collected in the early 1990s [2], we consider
there to be substantial limitations in applying these costs
to the current study. The economic evaluation will there-
fore apply English costs to the English data, and will inves-
tigate in sensitivity analyses the consequences of both
applying English costs to, and excluding, the Scottish data.
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